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  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced a major victory today for supporters of two critical programs ‚ YouthBuild and CDBG ‚ that had faced drastic funding cuts in the Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD) appropriations bill.

  The House of Representatives today approved a bipartisan amendment offered by Olver and Congressman Joe Knollenberg (R-MI) to save YouthBuild, a program that builds low-income housing while helping young people complete their education and gain work experience, and to increase funding for Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), a program that provides grants to communities to provide affordable housing and essential services, create jobs and expand business opportunities.

   Olver is the Ranking Member of the Transportation, Treasury, HUD Appropriations Subcommittee. Knollenberg is Chairman of the Subcommittee.

  "I thank Chairman Knollenberg for his thoughtful and cooperative approach, for listening to members and recognizing the great human need for programs like YouthBuild and CDBG," Olver said.

   The Olver-Knollenberg amendment to the Transportation, Treasury, HUD appropriations bill restored $50 million in federal funding for YouthBuild, saving the program from elimination. Funding for YouthBuild was zeroed out in the bill by the Transportation, Treasury, HUD Appropriations Subcommittee on June 15.

   The amendment also added $17.5 million for CDBG. The bill had shortchanged the program by decreasing the funding level for CDBG formula grants by $250 million, 6 percent less than last year's level. This amendment restores some of that funding.

  The House passed the amendment by voice vote.

   "Because the budget resolution recommended by the president and passed by the House was inadequate, this bill is made up of difficult choices," Olver added.  "While there are still gaps, the Olver-Knollenberg amendment plugged some holes, saving some critical programs for millions of Americans."

  YouthBuild offers a pathway for low-income Americans between the ages of 16 and 24 who are seeking to become productive members of society.  In YouthBuild programs, young people work toward a GED or high school diploma while learning job skills by building affordable housing.

   "YouthBuild has proven to be a very effective and worthwhile program with demonstrated success," Olver said. "It is a very popular program that helps urban and rural areas alike. More than 47,000 young people have helped communities by building more than 13,000 units of affordable housing.  With YouthBuild, the federal government certainly gets a return on its investment."

 There are 11 YouthBuild programs in Massachusetts, including two in Olver's district.

 CDBG is one of the oldest HUD programs. Begun in 1974, CDBG provides annual formula grants to communities to ensure decent affordable housing for all, and to provide services to the most vulnerable in our communities, to create jobs and expand business opportunities.

  "Working largely without fanfare or recognition, CDBG is a program that affects every state and virtually every community with a population of more than 25,000," Olver said. "CDBG is an important tool in helping local governments tackle the most serious challenges facing their communities."
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